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10.8 Lab

10.9

It’s time to start combining some of what you’ve learned about remoting with what
you’ve learned in previous chapters. See if you can accomplish these tasks:

1 Make a one-to-one connection with a remote computer. Launch Notepad.exe.
What happens?

2 Using Invoke-Command, retrieve a list of services that aren’t started from one or
two remote computers. Format the results as a wide list. (Hint: It’s okay to
retrieve results and have the formatting occur on your computer—don’t
include the Format- cmdlet in the commands that are invoked remotely).

3 Use Invoke-Command to get a list of the top ten processes for virtual memory
(VM) usage. Target one or two remote computers, if you can.

4 Create a text file that contains three computer names, with one name per line.
It’s okay to use the same computer name three times if you only have access to
one remote computer. Then use Invoke-Command to retrieve the 100 newest
Application event log entries from the computer names listed in that file.

Ideas for on your own

One of the PowerShell modules included in Windows 7 is TroubleshootingPack,
which provides command-line access to the new troubleshooting pack functionality in
the operating system. I always tell my students and clients to consider enabling Power-
Shell remoting on all of their client computers, in part because it gives you remote
command-line access to those troubleshooting packs. When a user calls for help,
rather than walking them through a wizard over the phone, you can just remote in
and run the same wizard, in command-line form rather than GUI form, yourself.

If you have access to a remote Windows 7 computer, enable remoting on it. Initiate
a one-to-one session and import the TroubleshootingPack module. Then see if you
can get and invoke a troubleshooting pack. Remember, run get-command -module
troubleshootingpack to see a list of cmdlets in that module (there are only two), and
run help on those cmdlets to see how they work. You have to provide a file path to the
troubleshooting pack you want; you’ll find them in \Windows\Diagnostics by default.

Being able to remotely execute these troubleshooting packs—which can even take
corrective action if a problem is found—is a strong argument for enabling remoting
on client computers, especially those running Windows 7.
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